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Division 39:  Planning and Infrastructure - Services 1, 3, 4 - 
Mrs D.J. Guise, Chairman.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan, Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.   

Mr G.S. Martin, Director General.   

Mr P. Frewer, Acting Deputy Director General.   

Mr A. Jamieson, Executive Director, Operations.   

Mr R. Kernahan, Director, Financial Planning.   

Mr W. Ielati, Acting Chief Finance Officer.   

Mr T.M. Hillyard, WAPC Manager, Land Asset Management.   

Mr R.D. Farrell, Principal Policy Officer, Office of the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.   

Mr G. SNOOK:  I refer the minister to page 645 of the Budget Statements, which refers to details of the 
administered transactions income.  Will the minister explain why the figure for the sale of land in 2004-05 is 
approximately $45 million while the estimated actual for 2004-05 is approximately $176 million?  Will the 
minister explain that huge variation?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We have adopted this strategy to identify land that is available for disposal.  We 
did much better than we thought we would in 2004-05; hence the reason for the larger figure.  We were able to 
dispose of more land than we anticipated.  The availability of surplus land for disposal is declining; hence the 
reduction in the figure over time.   

Mr G. SNOOK:  Is the minister easily able to identify what made up the bulk of that land?  Did it become 
available for a particular reason?  What was the major component?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I presume some of it was Fremantle eastern bypass land.  I will make a schedule 
available for the member.   

Mr G. SNOOK:  I will take up the minister’s offer.   

[Supplementary Information No A9.] 
Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Following on from the previous question, I refer the minister to the second dot point under 
major initiatives on page 629 of the Budget Statements, which refers to a freight network strategy in the 
Fremantle area.  Unfortunately, the minister deleted the Fremantle eastern bypass from the metropolitan region 
scheme, which the opposition and many in the planning profession and transport sector regard with a great deal 
of regret.  Will the minister advise how many properties in total will be sold as a result of the deletion of the 
Fremantle eastern bypass from the MRS?  How many have already been sold?  What is the total amount 
expected to be realised as a result of those sales?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I thought we would be able to provide that information.  Unfortunately, we cannot.  
Part of the problem relates to the fact that the information is to be found across a number of agencies.  In the past 
year, the WA Planning Commission sold $3.9 million worth of FEB land.  Additional land will be sold by Main 
Roads.  I will make sure that when the Main Roads representatives come in, the member can ask the question 
again.  

[3.00 pm] 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  How many properties does that $3.9 million relate to? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I think I will provide this information by way of supplementary information.  I 
apologise to the member; I was expecting that we would have a breakdown.  I know that the figures have been 
prepared.  I will see whether I can get them from the office during the next session and provide them to the 
member.  However, my recollection is that some 111 properties - 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Is that the total? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The total value? 
Mr J.H.D. DAY:  No; is the total number of properties 111? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes, that is the total number in the various agencies.  Obviously, I do not agree 
with the member that this move is regretted by the planning profession generally.  There has been an enormous 
critique of the proposal to carve Fremantle in half with the eastern bypass.  As I have said, the earliest that the 
opposition could build a road, should it win government in 2009, would be 2012, if the money were provided.  
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We know that by 2015 the new outer harbour container terminal will be built.  Therefore, the opposition would 
be putting that amount of money into a road project that would have a life of three years.  It just does not make 
sense. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  However, Fremantle inner port will still be operating at maximum capacity at that time.  That 
will not go away.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  No; the load will definitely be shed.  Anyway, the Labor Party has gone to four 
elections with this as a very clear and direct commitment.  The deletion was approved, not just by the Labor 
Party, but also by the Parliament.  The approval for the deletion went through the parliamentary process.  

The CHAIRMAN (Dr S.C. Thomas):  Does the minister still wish to provide that supplementary information, 
or is that question now completed? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I will attempt to get the information during the Main Roads session, so that it can 
be made available to the member. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I am interested in the significant issues and trends shown on page 621.  I refer 
specifically to the first dot point, about economic and population growth.  I am interested in knowing how 
Western Australia’s growth compares with the rates of the other key states, and also, from a regional perspective, 
how the regions contribute to our population and economic growth rates.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Over the next 25 years our population is expected to grow by three-quarters of a 
million, as a conservative estimate.  Our economy grew by 7.5 per cent in 2003-04, and we look like we are on 
target for around five per cent in the current financial year.  Clearly, when the economy is strong - ours is the 
highest growth rate in Australia - we can expect to see more and more people coming to Western Australia.  The 
last Australian Bureau of Statistics figures, produced in June 2004, showed that Queensland had 2.1 per cent 
population growth, which was a little higher than Western Australia’s 1.7 per cent.  This 1.7 per cent is much 
higher than the Australian average of 1.2 per cent.  When it is considered that our economy is growing at a faster 
rate than Queensland’s, it is quite possible that the next round of figures will show even greater growth in 
Western Australia.  Interestingly, the fastest growing municipality in Australia is the City of Perth, and the 
second fastest growing municipality is the City of Mandurah. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  Hear, hear!  Its growth rate is much more than Bunbury’s, as I mentioned in the 
house the other day.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I acknowledge that.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It is interesting that we have strong growth in both those areas.  It shows the depth 
of the development that is occurring in Western Australia.  Right in the heart of our metropolitan area we have 
very high growth rates, on the back of policies that the government has pushed for growth in the inner city.  I 
know that the member for Mandurah does not like his area being confused with the metropolitan area, but one 
might argue that, on the fringe of the metropolitan area, we find the next highest growth rate.  Although the 
member for Mandurah has said that his area is bigger than that of the member for Bunbury, they are very close.  
Bunbury and the south west are also growing very well.  These things will be a challenge for the government, 
but they also create fantastic opportunities for bringing together resources to create Perth and Western Australia 
as very dynamic places.  At the same time, and this is very important to that growth, I urge the opposition to 
reconsider its reckless opposition to the greater Bunbury region scheme.  If we do not make the hard decisions in 
Peel and greater Bunbury to put in place a very sound planning framework to set aside regional open space for 
future generations, we will lose a great opportunity at this very critical time.  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  Related to that growth is the next dot point on the same page, which refers to the 
demographic of our growth rate, and the ageing population.  There is also the issue of up to 20 per cent of the 
population having some form of disability.  How will the changing age of our population impact on Western 
Australia’s growth rate, and what does the minister see the government doing to improve the situation? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  That is a very important point to make.  Two things arise out of the increased 
disability rate and the increased ageing rate.  The first is that we can anticipate that there will be a greater 
reliance on public transport over time.  It is very important that we make those major investments in quality 
public transport, as the member is aware we are doing.  Those who continue to want to give primacy to private 
road funding over public transport are showing a very short-sighted view.  The idea that a project such as the 
Fremantle eastern bypass or Roe Highway stage 8 should be rated as more important projects than the extension 
of the rail service shows a lack of grasp of the situation.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  They are separate issues.  

[3.10 pm] 
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Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It is a question of priorities.  It is a question of grasping what we need to do to take 
this city and this state forward.  The other interesting thing - I made this comment in a discussion I had with the 
Town of Cambridge the other night - is that we must recognise that people, for a much greater proportion of their 
lives, will not be directly responsible for rearing children.  The period of a person’s life in which he or she might 
not want a detached house on a large block of land is likely to increase.  It may well be that for 50 or 60 per cent 
of their lives people are not in child rearing mode.  It means that we must face the challenge of ensuring there is 
a diversity of housing opportunities in the community.  Although I understand that many people in the older 
leafier suburbs want to retain that quality and character and do not want to see units in their backyard, they must 
be prepared to seize the opportunity when it arises, such as with the Perry Lakes development, to provide for 
some diversity of housing within their community.  If they fail to do that, they are not doing their communities a 
favour.  Those people who are now living on a quarter-acre block in Floreat raising two or three children may 
well want to stay within the community in the future but want some more appropriate scale of housing.  It is very 
selfish and very short-sighted to insist that only one housing type be provided for within any one suburb.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Can members keep further questions, if possible, directed to the same line item as the initial 
question?  Can they also keep questions fairly short and succinct?  Hopefully, the answers will be given in the 
same way. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Page 625 refers to changes in public transport usage.  I am particularly interested in the 
initiatives on page 629 to provide a better public transport system through a public transport promotion program.  
I am interested in the dedicated bus lane that the government is planning to introduce along Canning Highway 
east of Riseley Street.  Could the minister give more information about that dedicated bus lane and when the 
building of it is likely to commence? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I have a whole host of information, which I do not necessarily have with me right 
at the moment.  We will be introducing the bus lane during the period of construction of the New MetroRail 
project.  We want to trial its performance with a view to having it extend beyond that time.  We must do 
whatever we can to reduce the high level of car dependency and the level of greenhouse gas emissions.  If we 
can encourage multiple usage of vehicles, it will give a better use of the roadways, so there will be better use of 
public investment and a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.  My understanding of what we propose is that 
we will be putting in place this high-occupancy lane during the construction phase and monitoring it.  If it is 
successful, we will be looking at extending it beyond that period once the railway is operating. 
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Personally, I would like to see a dedicated bus lane right along the freeway from 
Canning Highway, but when is the minister thinking of introducing it along Canning Highway? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  This comes within the province of the Public Transport Authority.  If that question 
could be put to me during that division, I will have more information available at that time.   
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Which division would that be? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Division 41. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  On page 621, the delivery of services table shows the 2004-05 budget as $137 603 000 and 
the 2004-05 estimated actual as $149 064 000.  Can the minister account for this variation? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It is the variation from the budget to the estimated actual.  There are two major 
items.  There was the extra $9 million cost of the transport executive and licensing information system to 
strengthen the licensing system. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  It was over budget? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The $9 million was given for more staff.  Unfortunately, one of the very real 
problems that has occurred since 1994 is that when licensing was moved out of the Police Service to the 
transport division of the Department for Planning and Infrastructure, it was never put on a proper cost-recovery 
basis.  We have been seeking to get that properly funded and established.  I think that we are pretty much there 
now.  The $9 million was to provide additional staffing for the call centres and for licensing generally.  There 
have also been salary increases of between 3.4 per cent and 3.7 per cent.  Those salary increases were above 
those which had been estimated. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  Could the minister give us some understanding of how it happens?  Obviously there is a set 
number of staff and an understanding of what salary growth will be.  If it is a couple of million dollars, it is a 
couple of million dollars over every department, which obviously ends up being quite a lot. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We have had an increase in personnel.  Because of the growth in the number and 
range of activities within the department, we sought extra funding for planning personnel to enable us to clear 
the enormous growth in the work that was being undertaken by the department.  We have had extra allocations 
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of money for additional planning staff to help deal with the very high level of activity.  There cannot be high 
levels of activity without the expectation that new personnel will be needed.  It became evident to us during the 
year that we needed to put on additional personnel.  We got additional budget allocations for that. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  The eighth dot point on page 622 states that Western Australia’s air service policies 
must achieve a balance between promoting sustainable competition and ensuring that services to regional and 
remote communities are maintained.  That might be looked at in conjunction with the sixth dot point of the major 
initiatives on page 629, which is to implement the interstate air services regulatory regime.  Could the minister 
give a bit of an overview of what that is?  For example, does the minister foreshadow any changes?  What are 
her ideas?   

[3.20 pm] 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  This is an important issue.  The Western Australian Transport Co-ordination Act 
has provided the capacity to regulate, basically since the 1960s, but as a practical matter it was not necessary to 
do that, because we had a major provider in Skywest as a subsidiary of Ansett, and before that MMA, providing 
these services.  There was not the need to regulate.  The collapse of Ansett and the temporary collapse of 
Skywest, together with the impact on air travel of the events of September 11, resulted in a crisis.  The cessation 
of Skywest’s operation caused enormous devastation to tourism, industries and communities, and made 
accessing health and education services very difficult.  The government made an early decision that to get 
Skywest up and operating again, it would use its regulatory powers to give Skywest a monopoly on the routes it 
was already operating on.  The administrator and others would then have the confidence to get the company 
operating again.  Some of the world’s most senior aviation advisers provided a report on which routes would be 
capable of sustaining competition.  The basic finding was that, because of the long, thin routes in Western 
Australia, the relatively small number of people who travel and the long distances between the routes, many of 
the turboprop routes - that is, the traditional Skywest routes - were incapable of sustaining competition.  The 
yardstick is that companies that have fewer than 50 000 passenger boardings a year are not capable of sustaining 
competition.  The government put out various lines to tender in small ways.  Skywest had its monopoly extended 
for a period but it was told that all the lines would eventually have to go to tender and that it could not have a 
monopoly.  We gave the company leeway so it could prepare itself.  Fairness indicates that we must go to tender.  
That is the process that is under way.  The government will need to assess the tenders and make a decision on the 
various routes that are required.  We intended to make sure that there was a network approach rather than the 
tendering of single routes to prevent cherry picking.  After much work with local authorities and development 
commissions etc, the government has come up with two networks: a coastal network and an inland network.  
They have both gone to tender separately.  The government is hoping for a decision to be made in the next few 
months about who are the successful tenderers. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Will that be in the next few months? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  That is right.  We want them awarded by August or September so operations can 
begin in December. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  What about the length of the contracts? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  My understanding is that they are up to five years with a review at three years. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Under the details of controlled grants and subsidies at page 644, does the aviation 
subsidies line item have any relationship to what we have just been talking about?  The 2004-05 estimated actual 
is $1.25 million and the 2005-06 budget estimate is $852 000. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  No, not really.  By and large, the routes going out to tender are not subsidised.  The 
subsidies are generally in the north of the state.  Examples are routes to Derby and triangulated services between 
Derby, Broome, Port Hedland and, more importantly, routes to Fitzroy Crossing and Halls Creek.  The 
subsidised services are done on a different basis.  The reason for the decrease is twofold: in order to attract 
Emirates to Western Australia the government underwrote it for a certain period.  The government no longer 
needs to underwrite the company because it has been a successful venture.  In addition, the Meekatharra-Wiluna-
Perth route no longer needs to be subsidised. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Is that what the reduction is in those two items? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I thank the minister. 
Mr G. SNOOK:  I draw the intention of the minister to two items at page 636.  They are interrelated and the 
subject of my question.  I refer to the Coral Bay access road and boat-launching facility at a total cost of 
$5.22 million.  Expenditure has gone out over the past few years.  This year’s estimated expenditure is 
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$4.798 million.  I also refer to the upgrade of the boat-launching facilities at the Ningaloo Marine Park near 
Exmouth at $1 million.  Are the projects cost-shared with industry and local government?   
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  No.  Coral Bay is not because it is fully funded by the state government.  Quite 
frankly, it would be a bit rich for a small shire like Carnarvon.  Coral Bay services the entire state; it has 
enormous tourism numbers.  It is not within the financial means of the council to do that. 
Mr G. SNOOK:  The minister’s department has had a lot of partnerships with these types of projects, 
specifically the Cervantes jetty and other boat-launching facilities along the west coast in which money was 
made available only if there were cost-sharing arrangements with local authorities, no matter how big or small.  
There is no consistency. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  This is a very different scale of enterprise altogether.  The government has 
continued the recreational boating schemes, which involve joint funding arrangements.  Coral Bay is a major 
tourism icon in the state.  The government has made it very clear that it accepts responsibility for getting it 
sorted.  For decades it has been left to rot; there was no sewerage or water and there were no boating facilities.  
The government has said that enough is enough.  The government is not going to allow the situation to continue.  
It has become an important priority to get things done.  What distinguishes this is that, by and large, the area is 
not for locals.  The area is for the tens of thousands of tourists who visit Coral Bay each year.  Does the member 
oppose the government doing this? 

Mr G. SNOOK:  No.  My question concerns consistency on an equity base in which industry participates.  Is the 
minister aware that the fishing industry operates out of Coral Bay? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I am aware that a fishing industry functions out of Coral Bay.  However, it is 
primarily a recreational boat facility.  That is what it is designed as; it is not designed for a fishing fleet.  It is 
designed for recreational boat users.  During peak periods, between 80 and 90 boats are launched each day from 
the beach.  That is creating problems for the coral and problems with safety at a beach where people are 
swimming.  It is fundamentally a recreational boat-launching facility. 

Mr G. SNOOK:  It is comparable with others up and down the coast.   

[3.30 pm] 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I refer to the fourth significant issue and trend on page 621.  It is a general link to the issue of 
an overall transport strategy for the state.  The last overall transport strategy of which I am aware was Transform 
WA, which was released in 1998 or thereabouts by the previous government.  Is any work being done on a 
comprehensive transport strategy for the state?  If so, when will it be available.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes, that work is being done.  There is a particularly urgent need to do this as we 
battle with the federal government to get anything like a fair share of transport funding.  We are keen to show a 
composite plan that brings together road, rail and shipping.  It is quite extraordinary that the roads linking Perth 
to Geraldton and Geraldton to Karratha are not included in the national transport plan, notwithstanding the 
incredible significance of Geraldton being the nation’s second busiest grain port and Dampier being the centre 
not only for much of the iron ore industry but also of the oil and gas industries.  We feel the need to get this up 
and running to enable the integration of all of those modes of transport and better land-use planning and to 
strengthen our case for AusLink funding.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I asked when that would be available.  Is the minister prepared to table a copy of a draft?  
What major changes are proposed in this strategy compared with what has been in place in the past 15 or 20 
years?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  A couple of things have changed since the member for Darling Range was a 
minister: there is much more focus on the integration of the different modes of transport and on the integration of 
land use and transport, and consideration of the logistical issues.  Rather than drawing lines on the map, we must 
give thought to the logistics of moving products from A to B and proper planning of intermodal facilities at 
strategic points.  Obviously much of this work has been done for the metropolitan area, but that must be 
expanded into a statewide project.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Of course.  For the third time, when will that be available, particularly given that the 
government has been in office for four and a half years?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We have been doing many things.  We cannot make up for the eight years of 
neglect overnight; nonetheless, we hope that the strategy will be completed some time next year.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  That means it might be 18 months away.  
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Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I refer to the fourth dash point on page 627 under “Transport planning”; it refers to 
the TravelSmart initiative.  What progress is being made with this initiative, bearing in mind my eagerness to 
have it extended to Mandurah at some stage? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I thought this issue should come under public transport, although I do not object to it being 
raised now.  I have some questions on TravelSmart also.  

The CHAIRMAN:  The minister can answer any question she wishes.  If she wants to answer the question, I am 
inclined to allow that.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  TravelSmart is very much under the Department for Planning and Infrastructure.  
The Public Transport Authority is a service provider; the Department for Planning and Infrastructure plans for 
transport.  This project has traditionally come within the DPI transport planning area.  It is an individualised 
marketing program aimed at encouraging increased public transport use, not through the traditional method of 
advertising, but by going into homes and talking to people.  It is an individualised program that aims to get 
people to increase the amount of walking and cycling they do and the public transport they use and, thereby, to 
decrease their car dependency.  It was first started under the coalition government when it undertook a very 
successful trial of it in South Perth.  It then dropped off the agenda, but when we came into government we were 
committed to picking it up and we have been funding it across the metropolitan area.  It has been offered to 
168 000 residents since the first demonstration project.  It is delivering a sustained 10 per cent reduction in car 
trips.  The process involves a partnership with local government, which provides a very modest contribution.  By 
and large, the funds come from the state government.  There has been no shortage of local authorities wanting to 
be involved.  We made sure that it was trialed across the metropolitan area.  At the beginning it was the preserve 
of the leafy greens, but we have taken it out into places such as Mirrabooka and Armadale.  

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  Armadale is leafy green.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes, it is beautiful and green.  

An opposition member interjected. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Order, members.  Minister. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I think members opposite are jealous of my 10 per cent swing in the primary votes 
and they cannot work it out.  How do they work it out?   

The CHAIRMAN:  Let us keep to the question, please.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  There is no confusion among the people I represent about who is bringing home the 
bacon for them.  They know they have a member who works exceptionally hard on their behalf.  However, there 
are a few people around who do not have much claim for their capacity to deliver so they must focus on -  

The CHAIRMAN:  Let us return to the question.  The problem with interjections on both sides is that we tend 
to get sidetracked.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  This coming year the TravelSmart process will target an additional 56 000 people, 
and in 2006-07 further moneys will be allocated.  We are trying to get some money out of the commonwealth 
government.  The irony is that we have not been able to get commonwealth funding for this even though this 
state started it.  The commonwealth government has funded every other state to introduce TravelSmart.  That is 
another extraordinary example of how Western Australia is given a raw deal by the federal government.  It is a 
good project.  We are focusing on areas that will benefit from the rail extensions to ensure that we get the best 
use out of that public investment.  

The CHAIRMAN:  The committee has been in session for an hour.  Would the committee like a five-minute 
comfort stop at this time?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I suggest, Mr Chairman, that we break at 10 to four before the next section is 
considered.  

[3.40 pm] 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  I refer to page 628.  One of the major achievements for 2004-05 was the fuel cell bus trial 
that commenced in 2005.  Can the minister give us a status report on the success, or otherwise, of that trial, and 
perhaps a summary of what happened at the fuel cell conference, which is also mentioned?  I am also keen to 
know what routes the eco bus took during the trial.  Did the bus go just around the inner-city suburbs or did it 
traipse around all the suburbs to give people a look and feel of what it is like?   
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Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I thank the member for the question.  The bus was actually out the front of 
Parliament House today, because we were celebrating with the team that is responsible for this fabulous initiative 
the award that the government received on Saturday night in Adelaide from the Banksia Foundation, which 
apparently is the deliverer of the most prestigious environmental awards.  The Western Australian government 
received the award for the government leading by example in environmental leadership in education and 
training.  This award was given in recognition of what we have been doing as a participant in the hydrogen bus 
trial.  It was very pleasing that that innovative work has been acknowledged.  We are putting in some 
$10 million to participate in this trial, which is being led by DaimlerChrysler Australia.  We are the only city in 
the Southern Hemisphere that is engaged in such a trial.  It has been very successful.  In the past six months we 
have ferried around 60 000 passengers.  The bus has been in operation for about 3 000 hours and has been 
running very well.  There have been a couple of problems with the refuelling station, but the technology in the 
bus has been excellent.  This trial will run until September 2006.  It is part of an 11-city trial.  We are hopeful 
that this will help DaimlerChrysler and any other bus manufacturer take this to the stage of commercial 
operation.  The routes have been largely in the northern suburbs, because we have only three buses, and we 
wanted them all to operate out of the same refuelling point.  

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  Would any of them venture east at any point? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  North east, perhaps.  When the Public Transport Authority people are here, we will 
be able to find out exactly the range of these buses.  The buses are operating from the Malaga depot, which is run 
by Path Transit.   

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I refer to page 623, major policy decisions, the liquefied petroleum gas subsidy 
scheme.  The estimated expenditure for that scheme in both 2005-06 and 2006-07 is $1.2 million.  However, it 
appears that from 2007-08 onwards the subsidy will no longer be available.  Is that correct; and, if so, why?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We have not made any decision on this matter.  I am very keen for us to continue 
with this work.  However, in the very short time between the election and when the budget had to be signed off 
in April, it was not possible to get every project fully investigated into the future.  That certainly is a decision 
that we will need to review next year.  LPG subsidies are one of the important steps.  We note with interest that 
the growing use of fuels such as liquefied natural gas in large freight transport is being promoted within the road 
transport industry.  We want to provide assistance to the road transport industry to embrace LNG, and we are 
looking at some concessions to assist the industry go down that path.  As I have said, because of the short time 
frame between the election and when the budget had to be signed off, we have not been able to complete that 
work, but we will be working on developing a more comprehensive strategy over the next year.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I refer to page 633.  The first dot point under major achievements for 2004-05 refers to the 
97 pastoral lessees who were notified that some of their land was proposed to be excluded from the lease 
renewals in 2015.  Can the minister outline how many of these negotiations have yet to be completed; and is it 
possible to get the details of those negotiations?   
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It is now all over.  Under legislation devised by the previous government, 7 
December 2004 was the final date.  All the negotiations have been completed. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  So in 2015 those leaseholders who did not negotiate changes will be -  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  There was only one. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  Was that Ningaloo?   
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes.  I think there was difficulty among the personnel there.  There are a variety of 
owners, and they do not always have the same aspirations as each other.   
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  Will their lease not be renewed in 2015?  What does the minister envisage will happen in 
2015, given that of the 97 leaseholders, only one did not sign off?   
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We made every possible endeavour to communicate to the owners, on almost a 
weekly basis towards the end, that this was a serious matter.  We had people go and visit them.  We took every 
possible step that could have been taken to reach a negotiated outcome.  However, we cannot force people’s 
hand.  It was a decision that they made, absolutely 100 per cent aware of what the consequence of not acting 
would be.  I know the amount of time personally spent by people in my office, by people in the Ningaloo 
sustainable development office and by people in the Pastoral Lands Board to work with these owners to make 
absolutely certain that they were fully cognisant of what the impact would be.  However, for reasons known only 
to themselves, they decided not to take any action.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  Does that mean that some of the tourism nodes that are planned for that site will begin 
before 2015, or does that mean that nothing can happen on that land until the end of the lease in 2015? 
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Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I am sure it is always possible to have further discussions and negotiations, even 
though they will be about different things.  At the moment we are focusing on the many people who want to 
progress with their development nodes.  The pastoralists are very enthusiastic about developing their 
opportunities.  The Aboriginal community at Cardabia is very interested.  Tim Meecham at Quobba station is 
also working very hard on this matter.  They are all going out with guns blazing to get their developments up and 
running.  At the moment we have more than enough opportunities to focus on.  I do not think we need to move 
forward with any great speed on those Ningaloo areas.   

[3.50 pm] 

Mr S.R. HILL:  I refer the minister to page 629 of the Budget Statements.  One of my hobbies is personal 
watercraft, and I inquire how the compulsory training for watercraft users has been going as a major 
achievement for 2004-05? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I was intrigued the other day to see that a band has been formed called New Rules 
for Boats.  Maybe the member for Swan Hills knows something about them.  I thought, “Here we are: our 
legislation is developing a cult status to the extent that bands are being named after it!” 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  That is assuming that they are complimentary. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I am not necessarily assuming that at all.  We had The Dead Kennedys, The 
Whitlams and, now, New Rules for Boats.  I do not make that assumption at all. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  We do not want to hear the chorus! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Some of us are not obsessed with the sheer popularity stakes; some of us are more 
interested in delivering than being loved. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  The minister is definitely delivering on that! 

The CHAIRMAN (Dr S.C. Thomas):  I ask members to return to the budget. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I point to my vote at the last election.  I may not get many votes from the 
opposition, but I got votes out in my electorate, where it counts. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Let us move on, members. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The very popular member for Darling Range - himself a cult figure - is interjecting 
madly. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Can we address the question, please members? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The government has made the decision that it wants to proceed by way of 
regulation with these new provisions, which will be phased in over a number of years.  I hope to be in a position 
in August to give more detail about these regulations.  Work is being done on the detail.  The fundamental 
principle is that this will be not a licensing regime, but a requirement that people operating powered vessels 
undertake some minimum standard of training.  The provisions will include a grandfather clause so that people 
who have been registered boat owners for five years or more will only participate in a theoretical test rather than 
undertake the practical training.  Many boat owners have already done the training as many yacht clubs and other 
boating clubs have run training courses for a number of years. 

Mr S.R. HILL:  I pick up on personal watercraft users. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The final shape of this regime is still to be determined.  At this point, the 
government is certainly looking at the inclusion of personal watercraft users in this regime.  These craft travel at 
considerable speeds and with great noise along rivers, much to the chagrin of all other users of the waterways.  I 
realise that the member for Geraldton is not likely to agree with me about the merits of personalised watercraft in 
built-up areas.  

Mr G. SNOOK:  I direct the minister’s attention to the fourth dot point under major initiatives on page 632, 
which reads - 

 Review and plan the licensing and vehicle inspections facilities required to meet current and future 
demand for licensing services. 

In line with the minister’s aim for Western Australia to be consistent with other states in as many areas as 
possible, will WA be heading in the direction of the eastern states and requiring drivers to put their cars over the 
pits on an annual basis? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I now have a Minister Assisting the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure who 
will deal with the estimate committee hearings on Friday; he has responsibility for this licensing service.  That 
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procedure regarding Friday’s hearings was announced at the beginning of this estimates committee session, but it 
was not repeated at the beginning of this division.  However, the licensing output is being handled by Minister 
Logan. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I have two questions relating to the third dot point at the top of page 635 of the Budget 
Statements in relation to road transport needs in the Peel region.  Will the construction of the southern extension 
to Kwinana Freeway and the Peel deviation commence in 2006?  That is important, not only because the road is 
very much needed, but also because $20 million of federal government funding depends upon that starting 
schedule.  Second, will there be a dedicated link from the southern extension of the Kwinana Freeway into 
Mandurah, or will there be a requirement for motorists leaving the southern extension of the freeway to use the 
existing road to Mandurah?  I understand that this a matter of some concern to residents of the Mandurah area.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes.  In relation to the last part of the member’s question, the government has 
approved an additional $10 million for associated road connections to Mandurah.  We are working through the 
detail -  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Will that be along a new alignment or will it follow an existing road?  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  That work is still being done. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  The minister would be aware that it is a matter of some tension in Mandurah. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It is an issue. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  The minister has not made a decision as yet. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The scoping work is being done now. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  When does the minister expect to have a decision on that matter?  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We will certainly have a decision, I imagine, in the next three to four months.  
Obviously, we will make a request for proposals over that period.  We will need a good idea about how we 
propose to build those linkages at that stage. 

In relation to the first part of the question, as I have told this chamber time and again - I will tell the member it 
again - building a road of the scale of the Peel deviation is a massive project.  A decision cannot be made one 
day to build the road, and one cannot fill up a wheelbarrow with tar and lay the road the next day. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Believe it or not, we understand all of that - 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I do not know whether the member does understand it. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I certainly do.  It is now halfway through 2005.  Surely the minister can give an indication 
with a reasonable degree of certainty about whether construction will start by the end of 2006.  It is only 18 
months away.  

The CHAIRMAN:  Was that a further question?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Yes, it was.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  As I have explained, the government started in 2001 to make representations to the 
federal government to explain to it, because it does not build roads, that this will be a huge project and will 
require a number of years lead time.  Also, a long-term forward provision will be needed for the funding of this 
road and - 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  That is all history.  I understand that.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I do not intend to answer the question.  I have attempted to do so on several 
occasions but the member has kept interrupting me. 

Several members interjected. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Order, members!  The member for Alfred Cove has the call. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  The minister did not answer that question!  

The CHAIRMAN:  Order! 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Page 627 refers to transport system planning and regulations.  Are there guidelines or a 
policy I could be provided with in relation to deceleration lanes or slip lanes?  I am interested in the deceleration 
or slip lanes because a planning scheme amendment is now on the table to increase the length of deceleration 
lanes, which I believe will be a safety issue for several of my constituents. 
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The CHAIRMAN:  Can the member indicate to where in the budget she refers?   

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I refer to page 625, which mentions the safety of the transport system, and page 627, 
which is refers to transport system planning and regulation.  I seek the guidelines or the government’s policy on 
slip lanes, because they are a safety issue. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  What area is the member talking about?   

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I am referring to Canning Highway as it approaches North Lake Road.  Currently a 
slip lane in front of Red Rooster extends around to the left.  The government is planning to resume extra land to 
increase that slip lane.  However, some of my constituents who live adjacent to Canning Highway will have 
great difficulty getting out of their driveways.  What guidelines or policy is the government using, because the 
safety requirements of those people have not been taken into consideration?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Perhaps the member can ask that question during the Main Roads Western 
Australia division, because that is a matter of detailed engineering and design.  The Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure is responsible for the broad strategic planning of transport.  Detailed operational standards fall 
within the purview of Main Roads.  Hopefully someone from Main Roads will be able to assist the member for 
Alfred Cove with her question.   

The appropriation was recommended.  
Meeting suspended from 4.00 pm to 4.16 pm 

 


